[Downhill esophageal varices due to superior vena cava syndrome].
This study examined the incidence of downhill esophageal varices due to SVC syndrome. The presence of downhill esophageal varices was examined by esophagoscopy or autopsy. Downhill esophageal varices were detected in two of nine (22%) patients with SVC syndrome. One case was a 66-year-old male case who and underwent upper lobectomy for lung cancer in September 1985. He developed SVC syndrome due to recurrence in 1986 and died in 1987. Downhill esophageal varices wer in the upper esophagus by esophagoscopy and confirmed by autopsy. The another case was a 61-year-old female who developed carcinoma of the tongue in 1986 and lymph node metastasis to the mediastinum in 1987. Autopsy revealed downhill esophageal varices in the upper and middle esophagus. Eleven cases of downhill esophageal varices due to SVC syndrome reported in Japan were reviewed and discussed.